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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting  
of the Canadian Museums Association 

Held Online 
April 16, 2020 – 1:30 ET 

 
 
A total of 260 members were logged in to participate in the 2020 Annual General Meeting. 
 

1. Call to Order 
 

CMA President Jack Lohman called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m. and welcomed CMA 
members to the Annual General Meeting of the Association, the first online AGM in the history 
of the CMA. He noted that under normal circumstances, the AGM is an exciting moment for 
our profession: the opportunity to meet fellow colleagues from across Canada, the opportunity 
to meet new friends, to network, to listen and learn - to discuss and to realize long-held 
ambitions. Mr. Lohman noted that today, as the CMA, we are in the business of helping 
museum professionals and organizations to get through this unprecedented crisis. Providing 
advice, support, looking at how we might provide stability to a sector to think and to plan for 
the future whatever that may be. 
 
Mr. Lohman asked that we take a moment to recognize the loss of George MacDonald, and 
others who we have lost in the past year. 
 
Finally, Mr. Lohman introduced the CMA Board members and Vanda Vitali, Executive 
Director. 
 
 

2. Approval of Agenda 
 

A motion to approve the Agenda of the 2020 Annual General Meeting (AGM) as circulated 
was moved by tom Hunter, seconded by Sophie Cormier. Carried  

 
3. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting 

 
A motion to approve the Minutes of the 2019 AGM (appendix A) was moved by Karen Aberle, 
seconded by Nathan Etherington. Carried  
 

4. Annual Report of the CMA 
 

Katy Tari noted that the Annual Report had been made available electronically. She reviewed 
the Annual Report with the members, noting the highlights of 2019. 
 

5. Financial Statements  
 
CMA Board Member Ken Ross presented the 2019 Audited Financial Statements (appendix 
B), stating that it had been a clean audit.  
 
The 2019 CMA Audited Financial Statements were prepared by the auditing firm of Frouin 
Group Professional Corporation. The CMA ended the fiscal year with a deficit in the amount of 
$958. The balance of CMA’s accumulated net assets is currently $173,454. 
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A motion to receive the 2019 Audited Financial Statements as presented was moved by Ken 
Ross, seconded by Michael Rickley-Lancaster.  Carried 
 
Ken Ross, Jack Lohman and Vanda Vitali responded to specific questions regarding the 
audited financial statements, including clarification in terms of the funds transferred from the 
Museums Foundation of Canada. It was noted that all restricted funds were transferred to 
CMA, with CMA confirming that they would honour the intent of the funds as established in the 
MFC. The unrestricted funds were used to support the CMA during the period of transition, 
and a balanced budget for 2020 has been presented. 
 
David Marskell questioned whether the YCW program which CMA administers is a distraction 
from other CMA activities. Vanda Vitali noted that feedback from the PTMAs and museums all 
indicated the importance of the YCW program to the members.  
 

6. Appointment of Auditors for 2019 
 
A motion to appoint the firm of Frouin Group Professional Corporation as CMA’s auditors for 
fiscal year 2019 was moved by Ken Ross, seconded by Tom Hunter.  Carried 
 
 

7. Report of the Nominations Committee 
 
CMA Board member Karen Bachmann thanked the Nominations Committee, Marie Chapman, 
Wendy Fitch, Eric Chapman and Vanda Vitali for the work this past year. She noted that 
although they had presented a report to the membership, they would like to withdraw it and 
defer the nominations process/election till November.  
 
 

8. Election of Board of Directors 
 

As noted above, elections will be deferred until November. It was confirmed that this delay, 
and the flexibility in the Canada Not-for-Profit Act due to the current situation permitted this 
delay. 
 

9. Election of 2019-2020 Nominations Committee 
 
A motion to accept the recommendation that the 2020-2021 Nominations Committee 
composition remain the same as that for 2019-2020: 

Karen Bachmann, Timmins Museum, Timmins, ON Past president 
Wendy Fitch, Museums Association of Saskatchewan, Regina, SK 
Marie Chapman, Canadian Museum of Immigration at Pier 21, Halifax, NS 
Julie Leclair, Ingenium, Ottawa, ON 
Eric Chan, EEPMON, Ottawa, ON (CMA Director) 
Vanda Vitali, CMA Executive Director 
Sue Lamothe, CMA Chief Operating Officer for support 

Was moved by Brenda Orr, seconded by Sophie Cormier. Carried 
 

10.   Resolutions  
 

CMA Board member Michael Wallace stated that in accordance with the Canada Not-
for-Profit Organizations Act and its regulations, members of the CMA who wish to 
present a resolution during the Annual General Meeting must forward it to the 
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Resolutions Committee of 30 to 60 days before the anniversary date of the previous 
annual meeting of members. Reference CMA Resolutions Policy and Procedures. 

No resolutions were received within the timelines provided. 
 

11. Other Business  
 

Several questions from the floor were brought forward for discussion via the online platform: 
 

Elizabeth Feld enquired whether CMA was building relationships within the Health 
sector. Vanda Vitali stated that we, as a federator, work closely with others, including the 
PTMAs to ensure that information and relationships across all sectors are shared and we are 
able to benefit from one another. 

Nathan Etherington enquired as to the variances in project funding from 2018 to 2019 
and Nathan Hasselstrom responded that was due to the level of supplemental funding 
provided. 

David Jenson asked about CMA’s position on climate change. Vanda Vitali noted that 
CMA is very interested, in particular in the role that museums can play.  

David Marksell asked how the time frame related to submitting resolutions would 
impact November and Jack Lohman responded that it would be reviewed. 

Leanne Maitland enquired as to how the nominations process would work if we did not 
have a physical meeting in November. Jack Lohman stated that we would have to revert to an 
online model. Karen Bachmann noted that a Special Membership meeting could be called and 
that she is confident in delivering in November. 

Paul Thistle enquired regarding progress on last year’s motion and Vanda responded 
that we have examined the question. However, when we undertake surveys we try not to 
repeat what other organizations are asking. We are currently investigating the data that both 
Department of Canadian Heritage and the Labour Department have in place. 

Melissa Blunden asked what guidelines were in place to assist museums during the 
current situation and Vanda Vitali replied that we have been sending out information on a 
regular basis and also have resources, both federal and provincial, available on our website. 

 
  
Jack Lohman took this opportunity to recognize and thank the CMA Board members and the 
staff. 
 
The 2020 Annual General Meeting of the Canadian Museums Association adjourned at 2:40 
p.m. ET with adjournment moved by Michael Rickley-Lancaster. Carried 
 
           Approved   
 

Signature ________________________     
                Jack Lohman, President, Canadian Museums Association 
 
Date         __________________________                                                                                                                     


